Metastatic carcinoma to pituitary adenomas: a report of two cases.
Two cases of carcinoma metastatic to pituitary adenomas are reported. One patient had a prostatic adenocarcinoma, giving rise to metastases in an adenoma found incidentally at autopsy; clinically and immunohistochemically, the adenoma showed lack of endocrine activity. The second patient had symptoms of cortisol excess. A corticotroph adenoma associated with a malignant neoplasm was diagnosed ante mortem; at autopsy a pancreatic endocrine neoplasm was found. Immunohistochemistry and electron microscopy were important in elucidating the primary tumor. The formation of extraportal vascular channels and altered blood flow may have importance in the pathogenesis of cancer metastases to pituitary adenomas.